
Lesson Plan

Make a colour chart
A chart will show the children what the
colours look like after being fired. Make
tiny tiles and glue to a sheet of
cardboard. Ask the children to choose
their favourite colours.

Glazing Tips
Glazing textured surfaces.
Using colored glaze, paint one
coat and wipe off the surface.

The glaze will stay in the
textured hollows and cracks.

Paint a clear glaze over the
coloured area to enhance the
texture.

Keep the base of the model
clear of glaze: carefully wash
off any residue before firing.
If the glaze melts, the base will
stick to the kiln shelf and the
model will have to be broken
to remove. If unsure, stilt the
model.

Alternative glazes: use
acrylics or tempera paints

• Before applying paint,
the clay models must be 
bisque fired – but will not 
require a second firing.

• Paint and wipe off textured 
areas.

• Create washes by watering 
down paints.

• Seal with a clear sealer.      
Spray or paint.

• Do not fire painted models. 
They are complete and the
children can take them 
home.

Glazing the models
Earthenware clay, because of its
attractive terracotta colour, can be left
unglazed; it can also be varnished or
painted.

To make a clay model even more
beautiful on the outside, and water
resistant on the inside, it needs to be
glazed.

We suggest you try glazing as learning
this technique has tremendous
educational possibilities – and when
children see their pottery glazed, they
feel their work is truly valued.

You can use underglaze and then cover
it with a clear glaze, or use coloured
glazes.The easiest way to apply coloured
glaze is to brush it on, or if you want only
one colour, use the dipping method



Activity Two

Models from
a cylinder
Objective
To extend children’s experiences in
making hollow models.This method
allows children to make figures, pots, etc.

Learning about Art
Find some interesting photographs of
clay figures. (Books of English and
American porcelain are a good source.)

Motivation
Ask the children to draw four tall
cylinders on a sheet of A4 construction
card. Turn the first cylinder into a bird,
the second into a human figure, the third
an animal crouching on its haunches,
and the fourth a reptile, fish or fantasy
sea creature.

Materials and organisation
• Abbot’s red clay
• Newspaper for stuffing the cylinder.
• Construction card
• Modelling tools (optional)

Making artworks
Pat the clay into a square shaped block.
Roll the clay flat. Keep turning it over,
making sure to keep it as square as
possible. Trim into a neat square and
slightly thin two of the sides.
Wet the edges you are going to join.
Stand the cylinder upright, wrap the clay
around and smooth the seam. Try to join
it on the inside too. Use an ice pop stick
to drag the clay across the joins.

Choose an idea from one of your
sketches. Decide how far down the
cylinder you want to attach the head.

Gently squeeze the clay between
your fingers to form a neck.

Activity One

Stand-up models
using flat slabs
Objective
To help children to discover the different
patterns and designs which can be
created by pressing textured objects
into soft clay.

Learning about art
Show samples of textured pottery such
as planter boxes and tiles. Encourage
the children to touch and feel the surface.

Motivation
Tell the children they will be making little
upright animals in terracotta clay. Ask
them to make a list of animals that are
the same reddish colour as the clay.
Examples include bears, kiwis, cats,
bears, kangaroos, mice, ducks, owls ...

Materials and organisation
Give each child a piece of clay about

the size of a cricket ball. You will
also need a box of textured
objects such as toothpicks,
toothbrushes, old ballpoint
pens, pieces of bark, lids of old

felt markers, etc.

Making artworks
Roll out the clay into a flat slab – about
1cm thick. Trace an animal onto the clay
with a toothpick, then cut it out with a
knife. Model the tops of legs (include
muscles) and smooth off. Add raised
features like beaks, eyes, noses, toes,
etc. Use tiny coils for manes, tails,
whiskers, etc.

Make a stand for the animal. Think about
where it would live and make it a habitat.
The animal can be instantly joined to the
stand by adding lumps of clay to support
the back. But for the best result, wait for
the clay to harden (1 to 2 hours). Wet
both edges and join. Use a tiny coil to
smooth the seam.

Evaluation
Display the finished models
arranged in groups of species.
Which models have the most
interesting textures?
Which models have
imaginative stands?
Which animals best suit
the terracotta colour?

Lesson Plans

Modelling Materials
Each child will need:
A board approximately 30cm x
40cm

Thin boards, approx 7mm thick
for rolling the clay (optional)

A wooden roller
(thick pieces of dowel are good)

A plastic lid for water
e.g. a large coffee jar lid

In a takeaway dish 3 or 4
eachof the following:
Craft knives (see page 51)

Ice pop stix ((see page 47)

Meat skewers

Old paintbrushes for smoothing
and joining seams

Metal spikes (engineering firms
make these to order)

Plain matchsticks (see page 46)

Bits and pieces for texturing:
buttons, cotton reels, bark, small
blocks of wood, wire twisted into
loops, nails, plastic bottle tops,
old ballpoint pens, caps of old
felt pens.

The teacher will need:
Clay cutter (buy or make your
own from fishing line gut)

Clay bucket (see page 26),

Plastic bags or ice cream
containers for storing clay

Plastic squeeze bottles (see page
19) filled with water

Lots of newspaper

Continued page 25.



Lesson PlansFestival Mask from Mexico

All cultures make masks. Find examples
from Africa, the Pacific, Asia, Europe
etc. Explain the various reasons why
masks are made. For example, in Africa
animal masks give the hunter courage.
In our culture, we like to have fun with
face painting which makes us
immediately feel braver and bolder.

Materials and organisation
• Pieces of Abbot’s clay – about the

size of a tennis ball
• Newspaper – half sheet per child

Making artworks

Do some colourful crayon or pastel
drawings of masks before starting to
make the masks in clay. Think about
animal, bird and human features which
you can use. Think about decorations
which you can add.

Roll the clay into a flat slab about 7mm
thick. Crush the newspaper into a head
or fish shape.
Drape the clay over the newspaper and
cut to shape. Include ears and a head-
dress or hair as you cut.

Make holes around the top to add hair
made from raffia, flax or wool. Attach
some earrings – or a bone through the
nose is fun.
Paint with acrylics or fluorescent paints,
and then varnish.

Model a nose or beak or trunk, etc.
Attach firmly with water and drag a little
bit of clay onto the base with an icepop
stick, smooth the join.
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